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Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Nicaragua
H. E. Mr. Saul ARANA Castellon

His Excellency, Mr. Yoichi Masuzoe, Governor of Tokyo

Honourable Shigeo Kawai, President of the Metropolitan Assembly of Tokyo
Mr. Eiichi Mimura, Representative of the victims of the bombing of Tokyo
Excellencies, Distinguish Guest

Ladies and Gentleman

Thank you for honouring me with the representation of the Diplomatic Corp in this solemn event
that represent the 26 Tokyo Metropolitan Peace day Memorial Ceremony.

This evening marks the 71 anniversary of a dark moment in the Japan history, the Operation
Meetinghouse as part of a series of firebombing also known as the bombing of Tokyo.

According to the records, on the night of March 9 of 1945, one hundred seventy thousand tons of
napalm bombs were dropped over the city.

It has been conservatively estimated that, in only one night, the fires killed more than 100,000
innocent people, left one million homeless and destroyed around 41 square kilometers, almost 1/4 of
the city.

War is unfair. It causes terrible destructions and takes the lives of their victims with no
consideration to age, race, social status or ideology. Tokyo was terrified that day in the same way
that Hiroshima and Nagasaki, also two martyr cities.

On behalf of the President of Nicaragua, Daniel Ortega Saavedra, | would like to express his deep
condolences to the families affected by this terrible act of war.

You should know that the world recalls with respect and solidarity the sacrifice of the victims.

In memory of those who were Killed, | take on behalf of president of Nicaragua this opportunity
to reiterate a call for peace and international understanding.

Peace is a necessity to preserve humankind. Peace is as precious as human life.

Yet, peace is very fragile. In today's world we are witnesses how political, religious and cultural
differences separate people and nations and threat international peace.

It is in this very moment that we need a serious commitment to silence the drums of war, and do
not opening the wounds that were about to heal.

We, the nations of the world, have developed important mechanisms to resolve our conflicts by
peaceful means.

The United Nations, created immediately after tragic events as the bombing of Tokyo, was
precisely founded to assure international security by making international dialogue and negotiation
the ideal instrument to solve our difference.

Let us not to be wretched by our own instinct as a way to imposed unilaterally actions that far
from provide stability and lasting solutions, will aggravate the situation, threatening peace and
security at global level. " Let’s abide by the rule of international law!!!!!

Let’s pay tribute to the memory of the Tokyo bombing victims by taking a strong commitment
and determination to build a culture of peace.

For our future, let’s commit to develop on us and on our children the values and attitudes
promoted by United Nations: respect all life, reject violence, share with others, listen to understand,
preserve the planet and rediscover solidarity. Long live the peace let the peace be the road, so we
can work and walk all together.

Thank you.
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