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Message for Tokyo Metropolitan Peace Day

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Cote d'Ivoire

H.E. Mr. Jérome Kloh WEYA

- Ms. Yuriko KOIKE, Governor of Tokyo,

- Excellencies Ambassadors and Members of the Diplomatic Corps,
- Members of the Tokyo Metropolitan Assembly,

- Mayors of Cities and Municipalities,

- Citizens of Tokyo,

- Honorable Guests,

- Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Ms. Yuriko KOIKE, Governor of
Tokyo.

Governor KOIKE has kindly associated me and, through me, my country, Cote d'Ivoire, with this
Tokyo Metropolitan Peace Day Memorial Ceremony.

I take this opportunity to extend, on behalf of the Government and the People of Cote d'Ivoire,
as well as on my own behalf, my solidarity with the Friendly People of Japan, and to reiterate my
deepest sympathy to the families of the victims.

After the tragedies of the World War II, with the bombings of Tokyo, Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
we have been wondering why do men continue to make weapons? Should not men draw lessons
from these tragedies to "abolish the weapons", as the African Union declared at the 33rd Summit of
the Heads of State and Government held in last February 2020 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia?

In fact, 75 years after the bombings of Tokyo, Hiroshima and Nagasaki during the World War II,
since the establishment of the United Nations whose objective was to prevent the conflicts with the
weapons and to protect the World against the new tragedies, unfortunately, Wars continue to make
victims in certain parts of the World.

Despite these tragedies, nothing has changed in Leaders’ behaviour. So, what Félix HOUPHOUET
BOIGNY, the First President of Cote d'Ivoire pronounced in his speech at the Economic and Social
Council of the United Nations on June 30th, 1976 in Abidjan, Céte d’Ivoire, is still valid. President
HOUPHOUET BOIGNY told that : « Nothing will change as long as the Leaders have not made
the search for peace something other than the appearance of their policies. Everything will change
when the search for peace will become the essential object of their concerns and their second
nature. Because, concluded President HOUPHOUET BOIGNY, Peace is not an empty word, it is a
behaviour ». End of quote.

The day we are commemorating shows how much the Japanese people, despite these tragedies,
gives the priority to peace ; This peace has become the second nature for them.

In this vein of search for peace, Cote d'Ivoire has defended and supported positions as well as
resolutions which promote peace during its mandate as a non-permanent member of the United
Nations Security Council from 2018 to 2019 and also during its presidency of the Council in
December 2018.

Indeed, Cdéte d'Ivoire always encourages Dialogue for the resolution of conflicts. In this regard,
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Cote d’Ivoire, H.E. Mr. Marcel AMON-TANOH said that :

« Until the ban on arms is totally effective, peace will not be possible. That seems an utopia, but it
is realizable, if countries stop the arms race ».



Message for Tokyo Metropolitan Peace Day

In the end, I believe that the promotion of collective security and peace in the world will not be
possible without the abolition of weapons.

That’s why the issues of non-proliferation and the prohibition of weapons, as well as the issue of
peacekeeping must be absolutely necessary for countries, so that the tragedies such as one we are
commemorating today, will not be no longer occurred.

Thank you for your attention.
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