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Tokyo Metropolitan Peace Day Ordinance

Tokyo has now become one of the major cities to support the development of the world economy and
society. This result can be attributed to its residents, who have lived and worked diligently in Tokyo.
However, Tokyo recorded many disasters in its history. Of these, we will never be able to forget tragedies
experienced during World War II when many Tokyo residents fell victim.

Peace is the very wish of all of Tokyo’s residents.

The Metropolis of Tokyo, as the capital of peaceful nation of Japan, has decided to promote cultural
exchanges in cooperation with the cities of the world. Tokyo recognizes responsibility for devoting itself to
forming an international order based on mutual understanding and achieving eternal peace. Tokyo takes
an oath never to repeat the horrors of war. Therefore, the Metropolis of Tokyo does hereby enact the Tokyo
Metropolitan Peace Day.

(The Peace Day)
Article 1 The Tokyo Metropolitan Peace Day shall be on March 10th.

(Commemorative events)
Article 2 In order to confirm the significance of peace and to promote peace-consciousness, the Metropolis
of Tokyo will carry out commemorative events on the Tokyo Metropolitan Peace Day.

(Delegation)
Article 3 Necessary matters related to the enforcement of this ordinance shall be fixed by regulation.

Supplementary provision
This ordinance shall come into force from the day of its promulgation.

Promulgated July 20, 1990
Tokyo Metropolitan Ordinance No.90
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An Appeal for Peace by the Citizens of Tokyo

Fifty years ago today, on March 10t 1945 Tokyo was
reduced to ashes and a hundred thousand precious lives
were lost overnight due to a large-scale air raid.

The same year, the dropping of atomic bombs in
Hiroshima and Nagasaki revealed a tragedy never
previously known to human beings.

The nature of various horrors and disasters brought
forth by war is so cruel that no words of condolence are
enough.

Half a century has passed since then. Most of today’s
citizens of Tokyo don’t know the war. The city of Tokyo
underwent a tremendous change. Once in ruins, Tokyo is
now a metropolis full of energy and spirits. This became
possible only because Japan has been at peace for the
past fifty years.

Today, when global interdependence is stronger than
ever and cooperation increasingly necessary, we cannot
seek a safe and happy life without world peace.

In the midst of turbulence, the world today is
approaching an era of great change in history. Conflicts
caused by antagonisms between different ethnic groups
and religions, hunger and poverty, refugees and victims,
deterioration and destruction of the environment-
these are only a few of many factors in today’s world
which endanger people’s calm and fulfilling lives. To
overcome distrust and antagonism and to seek a new
international order is an urgent agenda of the entire
world. Never before was it necessary to deal with this
agenda regardless of differences in nationality, ethnic
background, and culture.

Peace is a basic requirement, more important than
anything else. Lasting peace, the fundamental principle
of the Constitution of Japan, is the wish of everyone of us
and is also a common goal for all human beings.

We pledge to take every opportunity to advocate
disarmament and the abolishment of nuclear weapons,
and to never repeat the horrors of war. We are resolved
to deal with problems which endanger peace in everyday
life and to face them resolutely and patiently.

- We will tell our children, who are responsible for the
next generation of the horrors of war and the importance
of preventing it, along with the memories of the large-
scale air raid of Tokyo.

- We will respect the human rights of all people living
on the earth, fight against discrimination, and create,
with much love and compassion, a community which we
can be proud of.

- We will review our daily lives in order to preserve
the world environment with rich water resources and
greenery.

- We, as members of the global community, will
develop amicable relationships with other people of the
world, strengthen the mutual trust, and, with cooperation
and solidarity, make efforts to enhance the well beings of
mankind.

- We will reflect upon our past history and create a
peaceful world for the next generation to cherish.

On the occasion of the 5" Peace Day Commemoration
of Tokyo, we adopt this appeal by the consensus of all
present, thereby conveying to the world the renewal of
our sincere resolution to achieve peace.

March 10th, 1995
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