
Street Go-karts
(Minicars/Microcars)

Electric Scooters

Vehicle 
Classification 

under the Road 
Traffic Act

Standard motor vehicles

① (Exceptional) Specified small 
motorized bicycles

OR

② Motorized bicycles, etc.

Requirements 
for Users

Standard motor vehicle license* 
required

（*International Driving Permit (IDP) valid only if
issued by a country that has ratified the 1949
Geneva Convention on Road Traffic.）

① License not required for (exceptional) specified 

small motorized bicycles.
However, riding under the age of 16 is prohibited

② License required for motorized bicycles, etc.

Resources on 
Traffic Rules 

Follow traffic laws and regulations that apply to the vehicle’s classification!**

〔National Police Agency: Leaflet / Links〕
〔Tokyo Metropolitan Police Department: Links〕

〔Tokyo Metropolitan Government: Leaflet〕

For example...

**Traffic violations are punishable under the law.
 For instance, riding under the influence of alcohol is punishable by up to 5 years in prison or a fine of up to 1,000,000 yen.

Even vehicles easily rented through shared mobility 
services have rules and requirements for users.

Know the rules before you ride!

https://www.npa.go.jp/policies/application/license_renewal/pdf/english_leaflet_web_ver2.pdf
https://www.npa.go.jp/english/bureau/traffic/index.html#english
https://www.keishicho.metro.tokyo.lg.jp/multilingual/english/traffic_safety/traffic_rules/index.html
https://www.seikatubunka.metro.tokyo.lg.jp/documents/d/seikatubunka/kick_board2024_eng_a4_1023fix_web
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